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Wait, I’m a journalist? 



Experts are everywhere 

Networking! 



How to record an interview? 
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Tips for a successful interview 

Source: Bart Simpson chalkboard generator http://www.addletters.com/bart-simpson-generator.htm#.U17nsuZdV_Q  
 



1. Ask open-ended questions. 

Hulick/Gargolinski family 
 



2. Ask short questions. 

By Raven Underwood (Flickr) [CC-BY-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 
 



3. Don’t make statements. 

By Martin SoulStealer from London, England (Picnic Punk IV) [CC-BY-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



4. Build on the subject’s answers. 

By Alan Chia (Lego Color Bricks) [CC-BY-SA-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



5. Avoid loaded words. 

By Superbenjamin (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



6. Relax and listen! 

By User:SanderlinMills1 (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



Fix these questions! 
• You must be disappointed by the lack of attention to your 

research. 

• Do you spend a lot of time searching for new exoplanets? 

• Why did you get involved in a devious scheme to 
overthrow the government? 

• What methods do you use to monitor the rhino population 
and do you also monitor any other populations? 

• How do you feel about climate change? Because I read 
that you’re predicting environmental collapse. 



Interviewing tips 
1.  Ask open-ended questions.  
2.  Ask short questions. 
3.  Don’t make statements. 
4.  Build on the subject’s answers. 
5.  Avoid loaded words. 
6.  Relax and listen! 
 
 
Adapted from tips from Investigative journalist and interview coach John Sawatsky 
http://ajrarchive.org/article.asp?id=676 
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